
Big Game Hunting 
Review
March 15, 2019 – Commission Update



Potential Concepts/Issues

• Deer/Elk 

 Standardization of deer bag limits

 Consolidation of controlled hunts

 Clearer controlled hunt boundary

 Standard approach to weapon restrictions due to safety 
concerns

 Address outliers hunts/regulations

 Some new or expanded opportunities



Potential Concepts/Issues

• Sheep/Goat

 Provide longer seasons

 Move to set dates

 Move or expand some seasons dates beyond August

 Consolidate hunt areas where possible

 Make boundary descriptions simpler

 Identify opportunities to expand hunt areas



Potential Concepts/Issues

• Pronghorn

 Move some seasons out of august timeframe

 Review allocation of opportunity by weapon type

 Consolidate hunt areas where possible

 Expand bag limits in some hunts



Potential Concepts/Issues

• Bear

 Consistent bear season dates

 Expand area of additional fall bear tag

 Consolidate spring hunt areas where possible



Potential Concepts/Issues

• Western Gray Squirrel

 Simpler season structure

 Set dates

 Expand hunt area



Hunter Survey

• Oregonians who have hunted or applied in past 3 
years

• n=2,000 (1,000 deer hunters, 1,000 elk)

• Stratified by east/west residents

• Multimodal survey – phone, email, mail

• Final report late March

• Survey went great!
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Q56. In general, how satisfied or dissatisfied are  

you with your elk hunting experiences in

Oregon? (Asked of those who hunted elk in  

Oregon at some time.) (Elk survey)
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Q137. You indicated you have hunted elk in  
Oregon with archery equipment. Overall, how  
satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your elk  
archery hunting in Oregon? (Asked of those  
who hunted elk with archery equipment.) (Elk  

survey)
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Q26-Q38. Mean ratings of importance of each of  

the following as a reason they [hunt / would like

to hunt] deer in Oregon, on a scale of 0 to 10,  

where 0 is not at all important and 10 is  

extremely important. (Deer survey)
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Q198/Q199. In general, which is more important  

to you, personally, as a deer hunter in Oregon?

[Note: response order switched in each  

question.] (Deer survey)



Q122. Of all weapons allowed, which one weapon  

would you most prefer to use to hunt elk in  

Oregon? (Elk hunters)
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Q54. In Oregon, do you hunt elk mostly on  

public land, mostly on private land, or both

about equally? (Asked of those who hunted elk  

in Oregon at some time.) (Elk survey)
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Q69. What are the main reasons you did not  

hunt elk in Oregon in the past 3 years? (Asked

of those who did not hunt elk in Oregon in the  

past 3 years.) (Elk survey)

Not enough time / family obligations /  
work obligations

Did not draw a tag / hunt at all  

Waiting for an opportunity in a preferred

controlled hunt area

Not enough / poor access to public land

Increasing preference points

Health issues / illness / injury

Not enough game  

Too crowded / too many hunters in the

field

Area I prefer to hunt closed to access or  
requires permit

Did not draw first choice tag / hunt 8

Costs / expenses 8

Distance / travel required to hunt 4

Weather 2

Other 24

Don't know 2
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Q232. May I ask your age? (Elk survey)

Mean = 52.80

Median = 53



Big Game Hunting Review
Questions?


